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Issue date:  June 2026
 

Upcoming Workdays
 

Saturday, 6/20                   Sunday, 6/28                           Saturday, 7/4

Sunday, 7/12                     Saturday, 7/18                         Sunday, 7/26

Saturday, 8/1

For more information: PCPS website. 

A Month of Transplanting

May 23 – Left:  At CH main woodland, the entire transplant process is seen from
augering and flagging holes (Alicia and Alan M in the far back), to watering the
flagged holes, planting plugs and rewatering at the end (Steph upfront).  Right:

Break time on the trail, close to the dam.

May 31 - Left:  Diana and John M unload flats of transplants for planting at
SRG.  Right:  Dick and Alan M team up to plant plugs in Field 4 (photos: K

O’Mahony).

 June 6 - Left:  John T and Frank plant plugs to enhance an area south of the Nature
Preserve at CH.  Right: Break time with Janet, Dick Frank, Tom W and Natalia.

A “Nature All” Outcome
 
Volunteer Kirk Garanflo recently spotted an interesting 2023 Schaumburg Public Library
blog item that expands our historic knowledge of the Poplar Creek forest preserves
area.  The contributor was Pat Barch, Hoffman Estates historian.  Her column originally
appeared in the May/June 2023 issue of the Hoffman Estates newsletter, the Hoffman
Estates Citizen.  The item appeared in response to the announcement by the Cook County
Forest Preserves that much of our Carl Hansen site had become a Land and Water
Reserve.   A different turn of history could have resulted in a potentially unpleasant
outcome.
 
In 1965 a large parcel of land bounded on the north by the Jane Adams Tollway, south by
Bode Road, east by Barrington Road and west by Sutton Road/Route 59 was annexed by
the village of Hoffman Estates.  The 3,700 acre property was intended as a large
retirement community called Leisure World, developed by Rossmoor Corporation.  The
organization had successfully built similar senior gated communities in California and on
the East coast, and projected a 50,000 population for this site (yikes!).   While some
Rossmoor properties have continued to be successful to this day, the intended Illinois
planned community ended up facing financial failure.  This provided an opportunity for the
Cook County Forest Preserves to purchase the land.  Hoffman Estates lost a legal battle in
the appellate court to stop the sale of some of the Rossmoor property for industrial
[taxable] use.  However, as Hoffman Estates historian Pat Barch noted, “there was a very
positive outcome for the people of Hoffman Estates” with the creation of the Arthur L
Janura Preserve, “a treasure of wild birds, animals, prairies and forests that [gave] our
village residents the peace and recreation needed for our busy lives.” 
 
Both Carl Hansen and SRG are not part of the original property.  But, it makes sense that
the Forest Preserve District extend its land to the Canadian National Railway (the Elgin,
Joliet and Eastern Railroad at the time) boundary.  Much of this land was acquired from
small farmers during the late 1960s.  Their farm life was changing with the encroachment
of suburbia.  However some continued to farm with the purchase of new farmland out
west.  Other small property owners were “encouraged” to sell out and move, like the family
of a woman who now lives in Great Britain, and found the Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards
website online years ago.  In 2012 some PCPS volunteers joined her in a “memory walk”
when she visited the US and her family’s former property, which is now part of SRG.  She
remembered wonderful experiences with nature as a child exploring the area around their
home, but also how upset her father was when the district took their land.  She was very
pleased that the area was now under restoration and enjoyed by those who visited.

Left:  At the end of May Hsiu-Mei, Dave, Agnes, Jen, Diana, Steve and Kathy are
repotting more of our seedlings propagated by Agnes Wojnarski at her home

nursery.  Right:  In the parking lot at CH Steph gives away to volunteers native
plants she has propagated at her home.  

Big Time Botanizing at Carl Hansen
 
The Illinois Native Plant Society (INPS) came out to see our prairie restoration results and
to see the Shoe Factory Road Prairie Nature Preserve on June 13.  Jenny Flexman and
Janet Wukasch provided the tour.  Jenny and Janet mostly discussed restoration, while
taking the group to the areas surrounding the meteor hole, strips 1 and 2, and the Nature
Preserve.  They mostly left the intricacies of plant ID to the experts taking the tour,
including Matt Finzel, Wetland Plant Ecologist with the Illinois Natural History Survey and
Tony Del Valle, Plant Ecologist with the DuPage County Forest Preserve District.  Also on
the tour was Dennis Nyberg, retired professor at UIC, who did a paper on the Shrubs of
Poplar Creek (specifically CH) in 1994.  His graduate student, Chip O'Leary (formerly of
the Forest Preserves of Cook County and now Northern Regional Manager of IDNR
Division of Natural Heritage) did a study on grassland bird territories at SRG.
 
The Illinois Native Plant Society is truly an all-state organization.  It was founded in 1982 in
Carbondale Illinois by Dr. Robert H. Mohlenbrock and his son Mark, at Southern Illinois
University, as the “Southern Illinois Native Plant Society.”  It expanded into a statewide
organization beginning in 1986.  There are now seven chapters throughout Illinois, with the
Northeast Chapter serving the Chicagoland area.  The society promotes the study,
appreciation and conservation of native flora and natural communities of Illinois and
provides education to the general public as to the value of native flora and its habitat.  It
awards annual grants for scientific research.  The organization publishes a peer-reviewed
journal entitled Erigenia.  The name comes from the Erigenia bulbosa, the Harbinger-of-
the-spring, a tiny ephemeral and one of the earliest blooming woodland plants and a
species that serves as a promise of things to come.  Each year native plant sales are
organized and promoted by various chapters. 
 
Jenny noted that the tour weather was beautiful and the botanizing was grand although
everyone seemed to be experts, which was a bit intimidating.  She commented that
botanists are the slowest walkers around so the tour went quite long!  All attendees
thanked Jenny and Janet for the tour and especially for PCPS’s years of dedication to this
effort!   --  Jenny Flexman and Jan Ahrensfeld

 Left: Using his magnifying loop, an Illinois Native Plant Society member gets very
close to the ground to try and identify a plant.  Right:  Tour members rest by the rock

on the top of the Shoe Factory Road Prairie Nature Preserve.

 June 14 workday at SRG:  Yes, we are still pulling garlic mustard!  The flowers are
gone but it still has a distinctive appearance and is easy to identify.  Left: Tom W and

Dave at work.  Right: Break time among all the greenery of the SW Woods, with
Tom, Natalia, Sarah and Lana.  

PRAIRIE POOP

Upper:  Jenny talking with her group of Master Naturalist trainees on a slope of the
Nature Preserve.  Lower:  Much appreciated break time for the training group

(photos: S Kenny).  See Poop item below.

Poplar Creek Leadership Contributes.  On May 16 Jenny Flexman and Janet Wukasch
led instructional walking tours of Poplar Creek as part of the Master Naturalist training
program.  PCPS also provided education to the trainees in previous years.  Assisting
during the morning event were Steph Kenny and Diana Granitto.  Break time treats were
provided by Steph and appreciated by the group, especially program leader Abbey.  Diana
was very impressed with the thoughtful questions asked by attendees.  There were 31
students.  Seven signed up to be on the PCPS mailing list and three have already
attended workdays several times.  Thanks to the leaders, the Master Naturalist trainees for
coming and the program directors for allow us to showcase our work and sites.  
 
Our Student Wrangler.  A huge bravo to Dave Webb who again managed our student
program at PCPS.  Throughout the school year Dave works with students participating in
the CEP (Civics Engagement Program) at local high schools – primarily Schaumburg HS,
Hoffman Estates HS and Fremd HS, plus high school and college students involved in the
Harper Promise Program.  Dave supervises the students at each workday, but also
coordinates requests and paperwork; he tracks students and insures those under 18 come
with parents.  Students (and parents) have certainly increased our workday headcount,
especially during the winter.  We are grateful to have the young bodies cutting brush and
hauling logs, but also learning about natural areas and restoration.  And, we are grateful to
Dave who handles students’ some time inconsistent actions with aplomb.  Give Dave a big
thanks the next time you see him
 
Efficient Crew, Fast Work.   At the May 31 workday at SRG there were only 12
volunteers attending.  But, size made little difference.  The crew put into the ground 600
seedlings propagated by the Chicago Botanic Garden from our seed. Helping the cause
was use of augers and experienced augerers, Alan M and Ernie.  Another efficiency aid
was that the planting location was right off the trail in Field 4, so little time was wasted in
transporting plants…makes a big difference!
 
High Performer.  A special shout out to PCPS volunteer Magdalena Boratynska who has
very ably each month put all the Prairie Pulse content in place in our newsletter template,
and also managed distribution of each issue since 2021.  However, meanwhile she has
also held down a full time job and attended college online.  This month Magdalena
graduates from Athabasca University receiving her undergraduate degree in political
science, but also with concentrations in environmental science and
psychology.  Outstanding! 
 
Creating a New Word.  “Overholed” is a new PCPS word.  It means augering/drilling more
holes for transplants than needed.  The word was created at our June 6 workday when
counting holes to match our remaining plugs was required after both our gas augers
decided to act up.  Even Ernie couldn’t figure out the problem when the second one
wouldn’t start working again after break.  Thank goodness John T had brought his battery-
run drill auger.  But, he needed to ration its “juice,” so counting plants and holes became
part of the transplanting process, in order not to get “overholed.” 

Impressing a DePaul Class.  A DePaul University environmental science class visited our
CH site and Shoe Factory Road Prairie Nature Preserve on June 6.  The group was led by
Evan Barker, a senior ecologist at Pizzo & Associates who also teaches plant identification
at DePaul.  During the spring the class journeyed to various noteworthy locations in the
Chicago area.  We were pleased that our site was selected for a visit.  We were also
pleased by a comment made by Evan Barker.  He stopped at our recently “cleared out”
Mediocre Woods to comment on restoration.  Barker assumed that contractors had done
the work and was very impressed when told it was just one of the PCPS projects that our
group undertook this past winter. 

Native Giveaway.  On June 7 Natalia, Jan and Ally helped distribute free native plants at
a Palatine Public Library event.  The very large and healthy plants were supplied by local
grower Kyle to help promote the benefits of native vegetation and his horticulture
work.   Besides popping plants out of containers and placing them in small bags for
requesting participants, the thought was that we could also do a little PCPS
promotion. However, there was little time since the community was lined up before the
event started and the line continued steadily for the entire two hours event.  While the free
aspect was an attractor, there was also a strong interest and knowledge about natives
from those who attended.  
 
National Recognition.  Congrats to Dale Shields, named "Outstanding Volunteer" by the
National Association of County Park and Recreation Officials. Dale was nominated by the
Lake County Forest Preserves, where he has been active for two decades. His restoration
pursuits began with PCPS in the early 1990s. His photo-monitoring of the landscapes at
CH has documented the progress of our restoration efforts. He has since mastered the
macro lens, and many of us rely on his intricate photos in the Lake County Seed Collection
Guide. Dale describes his latest project as “taking pictures of bugs,” as he works with
LCFPD ecologists to monitor and protect critical plant-pollinators. Dale’s photography was
recently featured prominently in an exhibit about pollinators at Lake County’s Dunn
Museum.
 
 
By the way, did you notice the “Alans with Rakes” pictures at the end of the May
newsletter?  Always scroll to the end beyond Educational Resources.  There may (or may
not) be something of interest there! 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
 

To view and register for classes please make sure you are logged into your FPCC
volunteer account and have JOINED the Trainings page by clicking on the JOIN button to
the right in the banner image.  Remember that you must meet the minimum requirements
in order to view and register for a training.
 
 
Spring into learning! FPCC classes are blooming with information on plant ID, managing
invasive species, monitoring butterfly populations, and so much more. Check out our
training page (https://volunteer-fpdcc.givepulse.com/group/942193-trainings) to find a
class that inspires you! You must meet the minimum requirements in order to view and
register for a training.
 
Invasive Plant Monitors Needed! Want to make an even bigger impact at your
stewardship site? By completing the Managing Invasives training you can earn your
Invasive Plant Monitor certification. It’s a great way to sharpen your plant ID skills and help
us spot invasive species early—before they spread and cause harm to native ecosystems.
 
MANAGING INVASIVES
 
Learn how to identify and manage the threat of invasive plants found in the Forest
Preserves. The class includes an online presentation followed by an in-person field
training. Volunteers who complete the training and the required field observations will be
certified as an Invasive Plant Monitor. El manual está disponible en español.
 
This training fulfills one of the three class requirements to become a Stewardship Workday
Leader
(https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hKrZrdW2jbU8Nb8WpMVCz9DW8KU0nlUF?
usp=sharing). 15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for
enrollment.
 
PART 1: This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your
own pace.
Part 1: ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/x4qii3)
 
 
PART 2: INVASIVE PLANT ID
 
June 28, Northwest Resource Management, Elk Grove Village, 9:00-11:30am
July 11, Tinley Resource Management, Oak Forest, 9:00-11:30am
Part 2: REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/2qjyur)
 
 
PRACTICAL HERBICIDE
 
Gain practical skills for safe, effective herbicide use in natural areas. Open to new and
experienced licensed volunteers. Optional: complete the training and review to earn the
Illinois Department of Agriculture Alternative License. El manual está disponible en
español.
 
15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for enrollment.
 
This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your own pace.
ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/zxwmrw)
 
 
LANGUAGE OF GRASSES
 
Beautiful and diverse—but tricky to identify—grasses play a vital role in our ecosystems.
Join us to learn key ID tips for recognizing these challenging species in woodlands and
prairies.
This class is recommended for stewardship volunteers with an intermediate level of plant
identification skills. 15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for
enrollment.
 
August 8, Camp Pine, 9:00am-11:30am
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/9ixu9r)
 
 
SUMMER TREE & SHRUB ID

Learn to identify native trees and shrubs of the Forest Preserves.  We'll look at summer
identification characteristics such as leaves, bark, branches, flowers and fruit.
 
August 15, Little Red Schoolhouse Nature Center, 9:00am-11:30am
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/f54x42)
 
 
PHANTOM MENACE-POACHING IN THE PRESERVES

Poaching of plants, fungi, wildlife, and cultural artifacts remains a serious threat to the
Forest Preserves. This presentation explores how illegal collection harms fragile
ecosystems and what makes their protection so critical.
 
This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your own pace.
ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/yhwp6d)
 
 
WHO'S AFRAID OF THE DICHOTOMOUS KEY?

Plant identification can feel daunting, but we’ll share the practical tactics we use to make it
easier. Instruction includes an intro to dichotomous, color, and other useful identification
keys. 3 hours of reported volunteer service are required for enrollment.
 
This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your own pace.
ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/dx3vw2)
 
 
COMMUNITY SCIENCE is an invaluable tool that provides critical information for research
projects while helping people connect with nature. Anyone can be a community scientist—
all you need is curiosity and a sense of wonder. Join one of our monitoring programs to
discover how you can contribute to scientific research and deepen your knowledge of the
plants and animals of the Forest Preserves.
 
 
ILLINOIS ODONATE SURVEY
 
The Illinois Odonate Survey (https://illinoisodes.org/)  works to better understand the
distribution and abundance of dragonflies and damselflies in the Chicago Wilderness
Region.
 
 
ILLINOIS BUTTERFLY MONITORING NETWORK
 
Volunteers with the Illinois Butterfly Monitoring Network (https://ibmn.org/) survey
butterflies across Illinois, providing data that helps researchers and land managers track
how restoration impacts butterfly populations.
 
 
PLANTS OF CONCERN
 
Plants of Concern (https://plantsofconcern.org/get-involved) community scientists keep
watch over some of the Midwest’s rarest native plants—from vibrant wildflowers and
majestic trees to ancient ferns—species at risk of disappearing forever. Volunteers monitor
vulnerable plant populations, gathering information that is essential to their protection.
 
 
BIRD CONSERVATION NETWORK
 
Becoming a Bird Conservation Network Survey (https://www.bcnbirds.org/monitoring/)
monitor is a meaningful way to support the birds in your community by identifying species
to help track their populations and guide conservation efforts. Monitors should be
experienced in recognizing the expected breeding birds using both visual and auditory
cues.
 
 
BEESPOTTER
 
BeeSpotter (https://givepul.se/w6wnkm) is a partnership between community scientists
and professional researchers working together to educate the public about pollinators.
Volunteers snap photos of honey bees and bumble bees and submit their sightings to a
nationwide project that tracks the population status of these important insects. Family and
teen friendly volunteer opportunity.
 
 
BUDBURST
 
Community scientists track the growth of plants and abundance of pollinators to
understand how they are responding to climate change across Chicagoland. Through
Budburst (https://givepul.se/2enqac), volunteers submit local observations, helping build a
clearer picture of local plant life and contributing valuable data for conservation planning.
Family and teen friendly volunteer opportunity.
 
 
On-Demand Class Library
 
Delve into our library of on-demand training and enrichment classes. Visit the "Resources"
tab at the Training Page to access. Requirements vary by class. Current classes include:
 
New Invaders
Group Leadership
Keeping the Wolves Away
Management Schedules Demystified*
Managing Invasives* #
Mentoring Stewardship Leaders*
Native Seed Training
Practical Herbicide* #
Soils & Restoration*
IDOA Herbicide License Study Materials
Who's Afraid of the Dichotomous Key?*
 
* a transcript of the presentation is included in the class material
# el manual está disponible en español
 
ACCESS ON-DEMAND CLASS LIBARY HERE (https://volunteer-
fpdcc.givepulse.com/group/resources/942193)
 
 
FPCC Volunteer Resources Team
773-631-1790
volunteer.fpd@cookcountyil.gov (mailto:volunteer.fpd@cookcountyil.gov)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ForestPreservesVolunteerEcosystem
http://fpdcc.com/volunteer

Ruby-throated hummingbird with cardinal flower, Poplar Creek Prairie   (photo:
Sophie Kastner).
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