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Upcoming Workdays
 

Saturday, 5/23                   Sunday, 5/31                           Saturday, 6/6

Sunday, 6/14                     Saturday, 6/20                         Sunday, 6/28

Saturday, 7/4

For more information: PCPS website. 

Our glorious Shoe Factory Road Prairie Nature Preserve in late April, with Hoary
puccoon, Bird’s foot violet,  Prairie violet, Golden alexander, Yellow star grass, Blue-

eyed grass, Shooting star, Violet wood sorrel and Prairie phlox all in bloom.  And,
down the slope Red trillium, Jack in the pulpit, Dutchman‘s breeches, May apples,
Rue anemone, multiple buttercup species and multiple sedge species were also

blooming (photo: J Flexman).

 
Revamping Our Website

 
Check out the updated Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards website.  PCPS has had a website
since 1998 which mainly focused on our workday calendar and basic information for
workday attendees, while always emphasized clarity and simplicity.  Our high school
volunteers repeatedly said that our website was easy to use.  However, as we have grown
new info was generally added on rather than integrated.  Now the content is expanded and
integrated, thanks to PCPS volunteer Katie Swindler.  As our organization has done since
its inception, PCPS has identified and tapped into the knowledge and skills of its
volunteers whenever possible.   Katie is a social media user experience (UX)
strategist.  How convenient!  Based on our current platform and general layout, she has
designed a site that neatly bridges the gap between our users -  new volunteers, longtime
stewards, community members, and partners and what we do, why we do it and our
impact, while retaining the simplicity and clarity - the watchwords of our site.
 
A few highlights from the new site:

Beautiful new photography from Mark Baldwin of Nature of Things Photography,
generously donated and captured at Shoe Factory Road Prairie Nature Preserve.
Paths for different audiences, including new volunteers, returning volunteers and
school and corporate groups.
Streamlined workday information to make it easier to plan and participate.
New content on our restoration sites, work methods and what volunteers might
expect throughout the seasons (including videos, also produced by Katie).
Expanded resources for volunteers, including certification and leadership
opportunities and a collection of native plant ID videos (again, by Katie).
A new “our Impact” section highlighting the collective accomplishments of this
community.

 
How fortuitous that Katie decided to volunteer at Poplar Creek and she was able to donate
her time and expertise to the updating project, along with Jan Ahrensfeld, Jenny Flexman,
Diana Granitto, Alicia Legowski, Stacey Shintani and Janet Wukasch, who helped review
content, refine the message and gather images that bring the site to life.
 
In the first weeks that the new website was live, Kris DaPra, FPCC Manager of Volunteer
Resources, commented, “I just spent some enjoyable time going through the new site.
Lovely. Congrats to you and your team! This is a wonderful resource.”   Emily Russell,
FPCC Volunteer Program Coordinator noted, “Wow! Gorgeous photography and lots of
helpful information.  Thanks for sharing.”  And, Benjamin Cox, Executive Director, Friends
of the Forest Preserves, observed, “Your new website looks great.  It is well organized,
very informative, and not overloaded with text.”  This website superbly embodies the
Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards. 

Left:  CH Steward Alicia Legowski (center) directs the work crew in digging up
sedges by the Turtle Pond at Carl Hansen Woods for relocation in another part of the
woodland.  Right: Tom Walsh and Jeff Maddux hold an auger and flags to make and
mark holes for the sedges at their new location.

Left:  Members of the Black Butt Club pose – Ally, Steph, John T and Sara, who all
rested on a log during the workday break time on April 19.  As a “reward” they got
black butts (photo: N Taseff).  Right: This is not a new PCPS exclusive club, Jan

Ahrensfeld, and former volunteer Diane Benson displayed their initiation around 15
years ago, as volunteer Barbara Hill and some high school students look on (photo:

R McAndless).

At a May 6 weekday workday Poplar Creek volunteers helped individually pot small
plants started by Agnes Wojnarski, our propagator extraordinaire.  Left:  Frank, Tim,

Hsui-Mei, Dave, Steph, Alex and Steve at the worktables.  Right:  Results of a
morning’s efforts.

 

What Are Those Plates in the Prairie?

Volunteers have asked this question when spotting them after prairie burns at our Carl
Hansen main prairie site. The plates go back to the early 1990s when a new volunteer
offered up his expertise somewhat like Katie did in the previous article.  Elliott Bennett
managed the computer-aided manufacturing (CAM) and drafting system at Walgreens in
Deerfield and could see the benefits of an electronic map to keep track of prairie project
activities.   Mapping was a two-step process:  1) surveying the site, determining the
boundaries and extent of various areas, position of landmarks, etc. and, 2) scanning a
map from the U.S. Geological Survey onto the system, refining, and adding data.  The
plates were part of his surveying process.
 
The maps could be individually produced or layered, and identified volunteer activities like
seeding, burning and weed control.   Walgreen’s donated the time for Bennett to spend on
the work, which was described in an article by Karen Mayerhofer in the July 1991 issue
of The Prairie Boomer, a periodical produced by PCPS at the time.  One of our founding
stewards, John Navin, confirmed the identification.  He remembers seeing volunteer Marty
Steitz hold the surveyor’s pole “while Elliot plotted the latitude and longitudes. They started
at the cattail marsh and surveyed up to the big oak on top of the hill” in the nature
preserve.  The transition to digital mapping at that time laid the groundwork for the
interactive online maps and satellite navigation systems that are relied on today.  And, yes,
surveying equipment is still used, but in combination with highly advanced digital tools. 
 
PCPS leadership notes that the survey plates should remain in place, as well as other
spikes, markers, flags, signs and poles that volunteers encounter.  In the past and
currently researchers use our restoration sites for animal, plant and insect studies.  We
don’t want to disturb any studies that might be in process. 

Fauna and flora at our April 19 workday – a chipmunk and cardimine flowers (photo:
N Taseff).

2026 garlic mustard activities.  Upper:  Near the back pavilion at Carl Hansen
Woods, John Martin and Kathryn Mueller take a rest from pulling garlic mustard,
while Nick Hall-Skank continues working in the background.  Lower:  the entire

workday crew is out pulling garlic mustard in the Southwest Woods at SRG.

PRAIRIE POOP

Helping Mother Earth.  Thanks to employees from the Marriott Suites O’Hare who
celebrated Earth Day (on April 18) by volunteering at our Carl Hansen site.  Directed by
PCPS volunteer Diana Granitto (picture above) they enthusiastically planted seed in a
large area of the main prairie (picture above) braving a gray and chilly day and very wet
conditions after days of rain.  Diana commented, “I don't remember the site ever being as
wet as it was today. The horse trail was soggy and full of deep puddles all the way up to
the hill. Everyone's shoes were drenched.”   There was time for a tour of the nature
preserve hill after work was complete.  They saw a bluebird, an eagle, a vulture and some
hawks.  Also thanks go to Jan Ahrensfeld, Alan Magerkurth and Tom Walsh for assisting
with the group.  As a fitting ending to the workday, the daughter of one employee passed
out Make Earth Day Every Day Buttons to participants before everyone headed back to
the parking lot.
 
Seeding with PCPS.  Check out the PCPS video reel on spring seeding recently posted
on Instagram and Facebook by Katie Swindler with footage contributions by several of our
volunteers.  It shows the process from bagging to spreading seed and includes lots of
volunteer faces.   The reel also includes some great images of animals and flowers.  The
background music has a Scottish/Irish flavor that makes you want to get up and dance
while viewing the video on your phone or computer.
 
Skunk Cabbage Redux.  The February Prairie Pulse article on the “early rising” skunk
cabbage plant included pictures of the plant taken by Jenny Flexman at SRG some time
back when last spotted.  Well, the plants are confirmed to be back again in major
displays.  Jenny found one patch of about 40 plants in the floodplain on the west side of
Poplar Creek.  They were surrounded by reed canary grass, but were still visible being
taller than the RCG in mid-April.   Jenny and Janet Wukasch visited a huge patch with
hundreds of plants west of the Western Woods just east of Poplar Creek.  Jenny noted
that Skunk Cabbage is rated an 8 out 10 on the Conservation Scale. Unfortunately the
plants mostly are buried in RCG although one side is a sedge meadow, with Carex stricta,
Spring Cress (7) aka Cardamine bulbosa, Great Angelica (5), and Marsh Marigold (8) (new
to SRG).  Wilhelm and Rericha say Marsh Marigold is a constant companion with Skunk
Cabbage.   Jenny saw this area for the first time this year since it is extremely difficult to
access.
 
All Right, Mr. DeMille.  I’m Ready for my Close-Up.  We have a new video reel star on
Instagram and Facebook.  Sara Pletcher led a brief tour of the Shoe Factory Road Prairie
Nature Preserve.  She pointed out all the blooming flowers on April 25:  Hoary pucoon,
Bird’s foot violet, Golden alexander, Bastard toadflax.  What a delightful invitation to come
visit our prairie restoration sites, and participate in a workday, as advertised at the end of
the reel.
 
Birthday Give-Back.  On April 25 a special group was part of our workday.  They were
Moki Tantuco and seven friends and family who were celebrating Moki’s birthday – giving
to the earth rather than directly to Moki.  What a lovely way to celebrate.  Think about
it.  Instead of getting gifts from family and friends we all could ask that they instead
volunteer time at our prairie sites (or other volunteer organizations).  Moki came to a
previous workday to checkout our local, activities and to connect with our leadership.
 
Spiffing Up the Shed.  A big thanks to Janet Wukasch with help from Jenny Flexman who
carried out the spring cleaning of the PCPS shed.  They organized the glove bags, labeled
bags, organized the metal cabinet, put winter tools into the rafters, and worked on cleaning
up the work bench area.  Not the most fun activity, but they did it.   Janet and Jenny surely
would have preferred spending their time outside botanizing!
 
Something to Shoot For.  During one of her spring walks Jenny Flexman noted that the
Shooting Star in the Western Woods, which was our original woodland work site at SRG,
has gone from hundreds of Shooting star plants 17 years ago to thousands now!   Shows
what patience and care can do.  Wouldn’t we all love to have that return on our own
investments?  Look to the stars!
 
Look…Up in the Sky.  It’s A Bird…  The Spring Bird Count (SBC) is an annual survey
sponsored by the Illinois Natural History Survey/Prairie Research Institute and conducted
by volunteers on the Saturday between May 4 and May 10.  The censuses cover most if
not all counties in Illinois with each county having a compiler who is also responsible for
recruiting volunteers and assigning them areas within their county.  Both our restoration
sites are census areas and this year Lisa Musgrave surveyed our sites on Saturday, May
9.  The Illinois survey and census data goes back to May 1972.  Lisa entered her census
findings in the eBird bird observation database under our two locations.  She spent an
hour and 20 minutes at SRG, walked a little over a mile and identified 20 different species
and 63 individual birds.  Lisa identified several different types of swallows, two red-bellied
woodpeckers, two blue jays, a northern flicker, three eastern bluebirds and six bobolinks –
the bird on our Poplar Creek Prairie Steward logo.   At Carl Hansen Lisa spent one hour
and walked almost a half mile.  She identified 18 different species including four different
warblers and a turkey vulture.  Her list does not include the multiple kites that were also
flying over CH during the FPCC’s kite fest (and our workday) that morning.  
 
Greens Versus Garlic.  Thanks to the Greencorp crew who spent four days at SRG
during the week of May 11.  They pulled garlic mustard for 4-5 hours each day and made
great progress in our continuing garlic mustard challenge.  Also a big thanks to Jenny
Flexman, Jeff Maddux, Natalia Taseff, Dave Webb, and Janet Wukasch who supervised,
worked along with the crew and kept them motivated.
 
Displaying Our Stuff.  On April 30 Jenny Flexman and Janet Wukasch led a tour at SRG
for the FPCC Conservation & Policy Council.  This is the committee tasked with advising
on implementation of the Next Century Conservation Plan and on giving general advice to
Adam Bianchi and Toni Preckwinkle.  The tour group was composed of 3-4 council
members and about 8 staff members, including John McCabe and other Department
heads.  In 55 minutes Jenny talked about the size of our organization, size of our sites,
and how we collaborate with staff, IL extension, schools, etc.  Janet talked about the plants
at our sites.  They were shown our bloodroot deer exclosure.  Someone aptly pointed out
that the exclosure and health of the plants in the exclosure tells the whole story.   We were
honored to be selected as a showcase for the Conservation and Policy Council.  Below are
pictures of the group on tour.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
 
To view and register for classes please make sure you are logged into your FPCC
volunteer account and have JOINED the Trainings page by clicking on the JOIN button to
the right in the banner image.  Remember that you must meet the minimum requirements
in order to view and register for a training.
 
 
Spring into learning! FPCC classes are blooming with information on plant ID, managing
invasive species, monitoring butterfly populations, and so much more. Check out our
training page (https://volunteer-fpdcc.givepulse.com/group/942193-trainings) to find a
class that inspires you! You must meet the minimum requirements in order to view and
register for a training.
 
Invasive Plant Monitors Needed! Want to make an even bigger impact at your stewardship
site? By completing the Managing Invasives training you can earn your Invasive Plant
Monitor certification. It’s a great way to sharpen your plant ID skills and help us spot
invasive species early—before they spread and cause harm to native ecosystems.
 
MANAGING INVASIVES
 
Learn how to identify and manage the threat of invasive plants found in the Forest
Preserves. The class includes an online presentation followed by an in-person field
training. Volunteers who complete the training and the required field observations will be
certified as an Invasive Plant Monitor. El manual está disponible en español.
 
This training fulfills one of the three class requirements to become a Stewardship Workday
Leader
(https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hKrZrdW2jbU8Nb8WpMVCz9DW8KU0nlUF?
usp=sharing). 15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for
enrollment.
 
PART 1: This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your
own pace.
Part 1: ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/x4qii3)
 
 
PART 2: INVASIVE PLANT ID
 
June 28, Northwest Resource Management, Elk Grove Village, 9:00-11:30am
July 11, Tinley Resource Management, Oak Forest, 9:00-11:30am
Part 2: REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/2qjyur)
 
 
PRACTICAL HERBICIDE
 
Gain practical skills for safe, effective herbicide use in natural areas. Open to new and
experienced licensed volunteers. Optional: complete the training and review to earn the
Illinois Department of Agriculture Alternative License. El manual está disponible en
español.
 
15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for enrollment.
 
This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your own pace.
ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/zxwmrw)
 
 
HERBICIDE APPLICATION PRACTICUM
 
Learn safe, effective herbicide techniques—backpack spraying, hand wicking, and basal
barking—plus PPE and mixing basics.
 
A current IDOA Applicator/Operator/Alternative Herbicide License is required for
enrollment.
 
June 7, Salt Creek Resource Management, Western Springs, 10:00-12:00pm
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/bua0fc)
 
 
SEDGE ID WORKSHOP
 
Discover the secrets of sedges. Uncover the role of sedges in our ecosystems and
practice hands-on identification using visible vegetative characteristics.
This class is recommended for stewardship volunteers with an intermediate level of plant
identification skills. 15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for
enrollment.
 
June 14, Palos Preserves, parking TBD 9:30am-12pm
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/bfugo1)
 
 
LANGUAGE OF GRASSES
 
Beautiful and diverse—but tricky to identify—grasses play a vital role in our ecosystems.
Join us to learn key ID tips for recognizing these challenging species in woodlands and
prairies.
This class is recommended for stewardship volunteers with an intermediate level of plant
identification skills. 15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for
enrollment.
 
August 8, Camp Pine, 9:00am-11:30am
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/9ixu9r)
 
 
SUMMER TREE & SHRUB ID

Learn to identify native trees and shrubs of the Forest Preserves.  We'll look at summer
identification characteristics such as leaves, bark, branches, flowers and fruit.
 
August 15, Little Red Schoolhouse Nature Center, 9:00am-11:30am
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/f54x42)
 
 
PHANTOM MENACE-POACHING IN THE PRESERVES

Poaching of plants, fungi, wildlife, and cultural artifacts remains a serious threat to the
Forest Preserves. This presentation explores how illegal collection harms fragile
ecosystems and what makes their protection so critical.
 
This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your own pace.
ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/yhwp6d)
 
 
WHO'S AFRAID OF THE DICHOTOMOUS KEY?

Plant identification can feel daunting, but we’ll share the practical tactics we use to make it
easier. Instruction includes an intro to dichotomous, color, and other useful identification
keys. 3 hours of reported volunteer service are required for enrollment.
 
This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your own pace.
ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/dx3vw2)
 
 
COMMUNITY SCIENCE 

It is an invaluable tool that provides critical information for research projects while helping
people connect with nature. Anyone can be a community scientist—all you need is
curiosity and a sense of wonder. Join one of our monitoring programs to discover how you
can contribute to scientific research and deepen your knowledge of the plants and animals
of the Forest Preserves.
 
 
ILLINOIS ODONATE SURVEY
 
The Illinois Odonate Survey (https://illinoisodes.org/)  works to better understand the
distribution and abundance of dragonflies and damselflies in the Chicago Wilderness
Region.
 
 
ILLINOIS BUTTERFLY MONITORING NETWORK
 
Volunteers with the Illinois Butterfly Monitoring Network (https://ibmn.org/) survey
butterflies across Illinois, providing data that helps researchers and land managers track
how restoration impacts butterfly populations.
 
 
PLANTS OF CONCERN
 
Plants of Concern (https://plantsofconcern.org/get-involved) community scientists keep
watch over some of the Midwest’s rarest native plants—from vibrant wildflowers and
majestic trees to ancient ferns—species at risk of disappearing forever. Volunteers monitor
vulnerable plant populations, gathering information that is essential to their protection.
 
 
BIRD CONSERVATION NETWORK
 
Becoming a Bird Conservation Network Survey (https://www.bcnbirds.org/monitoring/)
monitor is a meaningful way to support the birds in your community by identifying species
to help track their populations and guide conservation efforts. Monitors should be
experienced in recognizing the expected breeding birds using both visual and auditory
cues.
 
 
BEESPOTTER
 
BeeSpotter (https://givepul.se/w6wnkm) is a partnership between community scientists
and professional researchers working together to educate the public about pollinators.
Volunteers snap photos of honey bees and bumble bees and submit their sightings to a
nationwide project that tracks the population status of these important insects. Family and
teen friendly volunteer opportunity.
 
 
BUDBURST
 
Community scientists track the growth of plants and abundance of pollinators to
understand how they are responding to climate change across Chicagoland. Through
Budburst (https://givepul.se/2enqac), volunteers submit local observations, helping build a
clearer picture of local plant life and contributing valuable data for conservation planning.
Family and teen friendly volunteer opportunity.
 
 
On-Demand Class Library
 
Delve into our library of on-demand training and enrichment classes. Visit the "Resources"
tab at the Training Page to access. Requirements vary by class. Current classes include:
 
New Invaders
Group Leadership
Keeping the Wolves Away
Management Schedules Demystified*
Managing Invasives* #
Mentoring Stewardship Leaders*
Native Seed Training
Practical Herbicide* #
Soils & Restoration*
IDOA Herbicide License Study Materials
Who's Afraid of the Dichotomous Key?*
 
* a transcript of the presentation is included in the class material
# el manual está disponible en español
 
ACCESS ON-DEMAND CLASS LIBARY HERE (https://volunteer-
fpdcc.givepulse.com/group/resources/942193)
 
 
FIRST AID/CPR/AED
National Safety Council training class. Gain skills to recognize medical emergencies and
respond to breathing, cardiac, bleeding, and injury-related situations. 15 hours of reported
volunteer service are required for enrollment.
 
Thursday, June 4
Saturday, June 13
8am-2pm
Location varies. See training page for more dates and details.
REGISTER HERE (https://volunteer-fpdcc.givepulse.com/event/386537-first-aidcpr-
training)
 
 
FPCC Volunteer Resources Team
773-631-1790
volunteer.fpd@cookcountyil.gov (mailto:volunteer.fpd@cookcountyil.gov)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ForestPreservesVolunteerEcosystem
http://fpdcc.com/volunteer

Last views of our brush pile burning season --  Alans with
Rakes!
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