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Upcoming Workdays
 

Sunday 4/19                   Saturday, 4/25                        Sunday, 5/3

Saturday, 5/9                  Sunday, 5/17                          Saturday, 5/23

Sunday, 5/31

For more information: PCPS website. 

Caps Off to Our New Workday Leaders
 
The Poplar Creek Prairie Stewards have three new workday leaders: Alan Magerkurth,
Sara Pletcher and Ally Zinck!  We are fortunate that these volunteers have the desire,
skills and personalities to assume this role within our group.  All participated in their
training activities during our winter months, often some of the most challenging workdays
to manage. 
 
What does a workday leader (WDL) do?  Among their duties are knowing FPCC policies
and procedures including: land management, seed, best practices, site safety, equipment
and tool safety, herbicide safety and reporting.  They must coordinate workday plans and
logistics with the Site Steward and consult with the Site Steward and other leaders as
necessary.  They are asked to organize and lead safe and effective workdays, introducing
the work plan and assigning tasks to volunteers.
 
Candidates carry out a variety of training experiences.  They take: Managing Invasives
classes to gain Invasive Plant Monitoring Certification; Brush Pile Building and Burning
class for Burn Boss certification; Volunteer Group Leadership class; and Mandated
Reporter and Chainsaw Site Safety Training.  An important part of the process is field
training where candidates first shadow a workday mentor multiple times.  Then they co-
lead with the mentor and finally lead their own workday with the mentor shadowing
them.  Much is learned via observation and coaching.
 
And as volunteers know, every workday may be different so WDLs must be ready for
demanding experiences.  Our new WDLs all found excitement and challenges during their
final training workdays when they were in charge.    On March 8 Ally Zinck led a workday
at SRG in the Western Woods with 33 volunteers including seven sawyers and two
brushcutters.   Only two brush piles were burned due to gusty winds, and loading brush
stopped early in order to allow them to burn down for safety, with a lot of dry fuel in the
adjacent prairie. After break extra clearing was done around the piles while many
volunteers were assigned a new task… removing old chain link fencing and posts left from
an earlier homestead.  Oh, and the night before daylight savings time took effect.
 
Alan Magerkurth led the March 14 workday at SRG.  The goal was to finish off a large area
south of the ponds which had been worked on periodically over time but not always in a
coordinated fashion.  There were many scattered spots that still needed invasives
removal.  Volunteers had to be repeatedly redirected as brushcutters or chain sawyers
moved into new areas, then haulers followed.  There were four large burning brush piles
throughout the site with the end piles being about a block apart.  Alan did A LOT of
walking.  The 30 volunteers he supervised completed the task by the end of the morning.
 
One might say that Sara Pletcher got a bit of a break on the day she led at Carl
Hansen.  While 37 volunteers attended the March 22 workday, that number was reduced
by six, who packed seed with Diana in the back pavilion somewhat sheltered from the
wind. Yes, the fierce wind was back again, blowing across the prairie and straight through
the almost clearing Mediocre Woods with its carpet of leaves.  The large crew  carefully
monitored multiple fires and did a lot of cutting and hauling, which turned to stacking brush
and logs when pile loading was shut off early to cool down the fires aggravated by
increasing winds (45 mph).  Temperatures in the 30s from a front passing through
surprised and chilled unprepared volunteers, who had experienced the unusually high
temp of 77 the day before!

Left: Students from Schaumburg High School fill small bags with seed in preparation for
prairie seeding.  Right:  Filled bags ready to pack up for future workday prairie seeding.

NATIVE PLANT SALES
 
If you are seeking plants for your yard, check out the following places:
 
Prospect Heights – Friends of The Prospect Heights Natural Resources Commission are
sponsoring a native plant sale on May 2 and May 3 from 9am – 4 pm.  The location is 9
Marion Ave., Prospect Heights, which is our friend and colleague Agnes Wojnarski’s
home.  We know how well Agnes has propagated plants for our sites.  The Friends
comment that “unlike most plant sales, all of our native plants are a product of the
PHNRC's greenhouse program which means most of the seeds were collected locally from
our restoration sites by volunteers, all were propagated, transplanted and grown on site to
the lovely specimens you will see.”   For plant lists and info, check
out:  https://phnrc.com/plant-sale.html
 
Schaumburg – The Schaumburg Garden Club offers approximately 100 different species,
mostly native at their annual sale.  You can pre-order plants or purchase live plants on the
pick-up days, May 16 and 17, from 10am to 2pm.  Plants must be pre-ordered by April
24.  The pick-up location is: Spring Valley Nature Center, 111 E Schaumburg Road,
Schaumburg, Il  60194.  If you stop by you may see PCPS volunteers Natalia and John
Taseff who are helping out both days, and you may also see volunteer Paul McLean at the
sale since his wife Renata is in charge.  For lists and more information, check
out: https://schaumburg-community-garden-club.myshopify.com/

Carl Hansen Winter Workday Project in Pictures –
Brush and Tree Removal in “Mediocre Woods.”

Upper left:  In southwest corner looking north, December 6, 2025.  Upper right:  In
southwest corner looking north northeast, January 3, 2026.  Center left:  In

southwest corner looking northeast, January 31, 2026 (photos: J Wukasch).   Center
right:  In southwest corner looking northeast, April 11, 2026.  Lower:  In northeast

corner on bike path looking southwest towards prairie and Lake Leaky, April 11,
2026.

TICK TIPS
 

From a presentation at the March meeting of the NW Cook Sierra Club by Patrick
Irwin,  PhD, Assistant Director and Entomologist, the Northwest Mosquito Abatement
District…   
 
The NWMADIL has combatted mosquitos since 1956.   We are fortunate that this
organization is now monitoring and studying ticks, as well as mosquitos in our area.   We
know this already because PCPS volunteers encountered tick researchers at Poplar Creek
in 2025.  They repeatedly dragged material along the sides of our trails in specified areas
at both of our sites, in order to collect and analyze ticks.  Ticks wait for hosts at the top of
long grasses and shrubs. When brushed by a host the tick will climb on. They cannot
jump or fly. Some ticks can crawl several feet to latch onto a host. While both blacklegged
(deer) and dog ticks may be collected during the “drags” the researchers only save and
study deer ticks because they are the insects that carry Lyme disease and NWMADIL
focuses on public health issues. 
 
Deer ticks come out when temperatures are above 45 degrees.  Researchers find that
they are prevalent in March and April.  In May small young ticks, which are the size of a
period and very difficult to spot, appear.  By June deer tick numbers decline greatly, but
are not gone.  They become more prevalent again in October and November.   However,
we should continually spray and wear appropriate attire from spring through fall to ward off
other inspects and tick species.  To stop ticks:  Wear long sleeves and pants when
outdoors. Tuck your pants into your socks and your shirt into your pants. Light colored
clothes make it easier to spot ticks.  Use insect repellents with 20% DEET, spraying mostly
on clothing, as directed on skin.  We provide spray cans at workdays.
 
Check the Northwest Mosquito Abatement District website for more information and
weekly mosquito and tick updates throughout the season:  https://nwmadil.gov.

Upper left: Jan checks out a good March burn in the area south of the dam at Carl
Hansen.  Upper right: Planting seed over nine acres – reseeding area in west side

of main prairie at Carl Hansen, April 11.  Lower left:  As Site Steward Alicia
observes, Northwest Resource Management crew, Sadie and Nick, cut down and

buck invasive trees near the bike path by Mediocre Woods, at the April 11
workday.   Lower right:  Last of the brush being tossed on one of the last burn piles

in the Mediocre Woods area, April 11.

PRAIRIE POOP

Native Seed – A Valued Commodity.  Janet Wukasch spotted an article in a recent
WBEZ newsletter highlighting the Midwest Native Seed Network.  It is a coalition of
organizations and individuals working to increase the availability of genetically appropriate
native seed across the region.  As climate change intensifies wildfires and other extreme
weather events, demand for native seeds is surging.  Janet noted that we are blessed with
an abundant richness of native seeds at our own sites through the hard work of our
volunteers.   She also commented that our seed may be part of this seed bank, given our
relationship with the Chicago Botanic Garden, a major organization steering the network. 
 
Out of the Office.  PCPS welcomed 14 volunteers from Panasonic for a corporate
workday on March 19.  A friend of Sara Pletcher’s who works at Panasonic organized the
outing.  The group cut and hauled brush in the northwest corner of the Western Woods at
SRG while continually being serenaded by passing flocks of sandhill crane.  A big thanks
to these hardworking volunteers who helped us finish work in this area for the
season.  And also a big thanks to the PCPS volunteers who helped support this special
workday:  Jenny Flexman, Frank Tumino, Janet Wukasch, Alan Gard,  Tom Walsh, Dave
Webb, Steph Kenny (Greeter), Natalia Taseff and Tom Peters. 
 
Cancellation Curse.  PCPS normally never cancels workdays unless really
necessary.  However, this winter season was most unusual, with most unusual weather…
climate change?  November 30 was cancelled due to parking lot closure after a big snow

storm.  December 14 was cancelled due to extreme cold; December 28thwas cancelled
because of heavy rain.  And finally, at 6:15am on March 28 FPCC cancelled all brush pile
burning due to weather conditions and Resource Management operational
considerations.  With a big focus to get rid of the many piles at CH and the burning season
coming to an end, we didn’t want to create more brush piles that needed burning so the
workday was cancelled…well, sort of.  Looking to tasks ahead, some volunteers from our
Early Riser group came and helped Diana Granitto bag seed.  Thanks to Dick Jamieson,
Alan Magerkurth, Alicia Legowski, Kathy O’Mahony, Tom Peters, plus Tom Merkle.
 
Volunteer Killjoys.  We apologize to the killdeers who made quite a racket when
volunteers invaded the west center area of Carl Hansen’s main prairie on April 11.  We
needed to get our seed into the burned and well-marked squares in a nine to ten acre plot,
having been thwarted in this task previously due to cold and wind.  Killdeer (Charadrius
vociferous) is a large plover with a shrill, two-syllable call sounding like “kill deer.”  Their
breeding grounds are generally open fields with short vegetation.  Interestingly, the bird
was described and given its current scientific name in 1758 by Carl Linnaeus in the

10th edition of his Systema Naturae.
 
Small World.  Thanks to Steve Flaherty who donated a bag of safety goggles to our
group.  His son Shane, a student at Schaumburg High School, is volunteering with PCPS
as part of his Civic Engagement Project.   Steve, who attended a workday with his son,
currently works for an environmental consulting firm and previously worked for the EPA
focusing on safety compliance.  He told us that 30 years ago he attended a Poplar Creek
workday with a college group and then came for a while purely as a volunteer!
 
Great Balls of…Reptiles.  Yikes! Janet Wukasch took a video of a garter snake mating
ball in full motion at Poplar Creek.  It is a sign of spring as the snakes emerge from the
ground to breed, with the temperatures warming.   Check it out on the PCPS Facebook
page or Instagram. 
 
A Lovely Place to Snooze.  Natalia Taseff offered to stay late after the March 14 workday
to watch the fires burn down so that more brush could be added after the break.  This
meant that her husband, John, would need to stay later too, after spending a long, busy
morning chain sawing.   Natalia walked around to check the fires scattered about.  Upon
her return to the first one she found John fast asleep.  See below.   He had a nice 20
minute nap!  True mellowing out at Poplar Creek.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
 
To view and register for classes please make sure you are logged into your FPCC
volunteer account and have JOINED the Trainings page by clicking on the JOIN button to
the right in the banner image.  Remember that you must meet the minimum requirements
in order to view and register for a training.
 
 
Spring into learning! FPCC classes are blooming with information on plant ID, managing
invasive species, monitoring butterfly populations, and so much more. Check out our
training page (https://volunteer-fpdcc.givepulse.com/group/942193-trainings) to find a
class that inspires you! You must meet the minimum requirements in order to view and
register for a training.
Invasive Plant Monitors Needed! Want to make an even bigger impact at your stewardship
site? By completing the Managing Invasives training you can earn your Invasive Plant
Monitor certification. It’s a great way to sharpen your plant ID skills and help us spot
invasive species early—before they spread and cause harm to native ecosystems.
 
MANAGING INVASIVES
 
Learn how to identify and manage the threat of invasive plants found in the Forest
Preserves. The class includes an online presentation followed by an in-person field
training. Volunteers who complete the training and the required field observations will be
certified as an Invasive Plant Monitor. El manual está disponible en español.
 
This training fulfills one of the three class requirements to become a Stewardship Workday
Leader
(https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hKrZrdW2jbU8Nb8WpMVCz9DW8KU0nlUF?
usp=sharing). 15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for
enrollment.
 
PART 1: This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your
own pace.
Part 1: ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/x4qii3)
 
 
PART 2: INVASIVE PLANT ID
 
June 28, Northwest Resource Management, Elk Grove Village, 9:00-11:30am
July 11, Tinley Resource Management, Oak Forest, 9:00-11:30am
Part 2: REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/2qjyur)
 
 
PRACTICAL HERBICIDE
 
Gain practical skills for safe, effective herbicide use in natural areas. Open to new and
experienced licensed volunteers. Optional: complete the training and review to earn the
Illinois Department of Agriculture Alternative License. El manual está disponible en
español.
 
15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for enrollment.
 
This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your own pace.
ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/zxwmrw)
 
 
HERBICIDE APPLICATION PRACTICUM
 
Learn safe, effective herbicide techniques—backpack spraying, hand wicking, and basal
barking—plus PPE and mixing basics.
 
A current IDOA Applicator/Operator/Alternative Herbicide License is required for
enrollment.
 
June 7, Salt Creek Resource Management, Western Springs, 10:00-12:00pm
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/bua0fc)
 
 
SEDGE ID WORKSHOP
 
Discover the secrets of sedges. Uncover the role of sedges in our ecosystems and
practice hands-on identification using visible vegetative characteristics.
This class is recommended for stewardship volunteers with an intermediate level of plant
identification skills. 15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for
enrollment.
 
May 17, Thatcher Woods, River Forest 9:30am-12pm
June 14, Palos Preserves, parking TBD 9:30am-12pm
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/bfugo1)
 
 
LANGUAGE OF GRASSES
 
Beautiful and diverse—but tricky to identify—grasses play a vital role in our ecosystems.
Join us to learn key ID tips for recognizing these challenging species in woodlands and
prairies.
This class is recommended for stewardship volunteers with an intermediate level of plant
identification skills. 15 hours of reported stewardship volunteer service are required for
enrollment.
 
August 8, Camp Pine, 9:00am-11:30am
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/9ixu9r)
 
 
SUMMER TREE & SHRUB ID
Learn to identify native trees and shrubs of the Forest Preserves.  We'll look at summer
identification characteristics such as leaves, bark, branches, flowers and fruit.
 
August 15, Little Red Schoolhouse Nature Center, 9:00am-11:30am
REGISTER HERE (https://givepul.se/f54x42)
 
 
PHANTOM MENACE-POACHING IN THE PRESERVES
Poaching of plants, fungi, wildlife, and cultural artifacts remains a serious threat to the
Forest Preserves. This presentation explores how illegal collection harms fragile
ecosystems and what makes their protection so critical.
 
This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your own pace.
ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/yhwp6d)
 
 
WHO'S AFRAID OF THE DICHOTOMOUS KEY?
Plant identification can feel daunting, but we’ll share the practical tactics we use to make it
easier. Instruction includes an intro to dichotomous, color, and other useful identification
keys. 3 hours of reported volunteer service are required for enrollment.
 
This class is presented in a recorded online format and may be viewed at your own pace.
ACCESS HERE (https://givepul.se/dx3vw2)
 
 
COMMUNITY SCIENCE is an invaluable tool that provides critical information for research
projects while helping people connect with nature. Anyone can be a community scientist—
all you need is curiosity and a sense of wonder. Join one of our monitoring programs to
discover how you can contribute to scientific research and deepen your knowledge of the
plants and animals of the Forest Preserves.
 
 
ILLINOIS ODONATE SURVEY
 
The Illinois Odonate Survey (https://illinoisodes.org/)  works to better understand the
distribution and abundance of dragonflies and damselflies in the Chicago Wilderness
Region.
 
 
ILLINOIS BUTTERFLY MONITORING NETWORK
 
Volunteers with the Illinois Butterfly Monitoring Network (https://ibmn.org/) survey
butterflies across Illinois, providing data that helps researchers and land managers track
how restoration impacts butterfly populations.
 
 
PLANTS OF CONCERN
 
Plants of Concern (https://plantsofconcern.org/get-involved) community scientists keep
watch over some of the Midwest’s rarest native plants—from vibrant wildflowers and
majestic trees to ancient ferns—species at risk of disappearing forever. Volunteers monitor
vulnerable plant populations, gathering information that is essential to their protection.
 
 
BIRD CONSERVATION NETWORK
 
Becoming a Bird Conservation Network Survey (https://www.bcnbirds.org/monitoring/)
monitor is a meaningful way to support the birds in your community by identifying species
to help track their populations and guide conservation efforts. Monitors should be
experienced in recognizing the expected breeding birds using both visual and auditory
cues.
 
 
BEESPOTTER
 
BeeSpotter (https://givepul.se/w6wnkm) is a partnership between community scientists
and professional researchers working together to educate the public about pollinators.
Volunteers snap photos of honey bees and bumble bees and submit their sightings to a
nationwide project that tracks the population status of these important insects. Family and
teen friendly volunteer opportunity.
 
 
BUDBURST
 
Community scientists track the growth of plants and abundance of pollinators to
understand how they are responding to climate change across Chicagoland. Through
Budburst (https://givepul.se/2enqac), volunteers submit local observations, helping build a
clearer picture of local plant life and contributing valuable data for conservation planning.
Family and teen friendly volunteer opportunity.
 
 
On-Demand Class Library
 
Delve into our library of on-demand training and enrichment classes. Visit the "Resources"
tab at the Training Page to access. Requirements vary by class. Current classes include:
 
New Invaders
Group Leadership
Keeping the Wolves Away
Management Schedules Demystified*
Managing Invasives* #
Mentoring Stewardship Leaders*
Native Seed Training
Practical Herbicide* #
Soils & Restoration*
IDOA Herbicide License Study Materials
Who's Afraid of the Dichotomous Key?*
 
* a transcript of the presentation is included in the class material
# el manual está disponible en español
 
ACCESS ON-DEMAND CLASS LIBARY HERE (https://volunteer-
fpdcc.givepulse.com/group/resources/942193)
 
 
FIRST AID/CPR/AED
National Safety Council training class. Gain skills to recognize medical emergencies and
respond to breathing, cardiac, bleeding, and injury-related situations. 15 hours of reported
volunteer service are required for enrollment.
 
Thursday, May 7
Thursday, June 4
Saturday, June 13
8am-2pm
Location varies. See training page for more dates and details.
REGISTER HERE (https://volunteer-fpdcc.givepulse.com/event/386537-first-aidcpr-
training)
 
 
FPCC Volunteer Resources Team
773-631-1790
volunteer.fpd@cookcountyil.gov (mailto:volunteer.fpd@cookcountyil.gov)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ForestPreservesVolunteerEcosystem
http://fpdcc.com/volunteer
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